
CITY OF OVID        Adopted on 8/9/2021 
REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 12, 2021 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:04 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Mr. Starn, Miss Hibbard, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher 
ABSENT:  Mr. Brown 
EX OFFICIOS:  Al Goodrich - Chief of Police, Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy 
Medina – Clerk.  
VISITORS: None. 
 
AGENDA: A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to add item 3 to New Business to discuss 
the issue of intersection on Clinton & Main Street.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to approve the minutes of the public 
hearing & regular meeting held June 14th, 2021 as printed. 

MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Miss. Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the check registry for 
the period of June 16th, thru July 13, 2021 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that she had started collecting taxes.  She has prepared the application for the 
American Rescue Plan funds.  We will be receiving $168,830.  It will be divided into two payments, one this year & 
one next year.  We have started the change over from Verizon to FirstNet for our cell phones.  Discussion was held 
on the issue of still having problems with the new phones and options for other phone companies. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that they got some information on the new radios and will begin using them by 
January 1, 2022.  Chief Spagnuolo, will be going to the training session and then will be training Elsie & Ovid Police 
Departments.  Working on a background on Saul Hernandez for a part time officer.  Officer Maria Lindstrom will be 
attending lien tac school.  It will be an online school for eight-hour class.  Chief also reported that Edge Wrap will 
be leaving our business community soon because he realizes that the building is too small for his business.   
 
Chief also has ordered the retirement plaque for Sgt. Hogle.  He suggested that we invite him to our August council 
meeting to present it to him.  Mr. Williams also, suggested that we invite his family to attend. 
 
Miss Hibbard asked how Officer Lindstrom doing.  Chief Goodrich replied that she is doing four 10-hour shifts.  
Officer Patterson has offered to do all Saturdays for the month of July.   
 
Mr. Williams suggested that we switch up her hours so that they are not consistent.  Maybe put her on a Saturday 
one time a week or a Friday at least until we can get a full department for you.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson reported that we are still working on clearing trees from the storm.  We are waiting for 
Ferrell’s and we had a 10-inch valve freeze at the lagoons.  All fixed.  We started mosquito spraying and Dixon 
Engineering will be here Friday to do the inspection for the tower on Gratiot Street.  Cody & Randy will write the 
exam on the 14th of this month.  Discuss was held on the flag at Veterans Park. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Starn to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as 
presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Discussion was held on the service received by Clark, Schaefer & Hackett.  Mayor Lasher  



explained that the last time our RFP went out it was to get service for the year 2019 -2021.  It was vetted by our 
attorney.  In the RFP there are some timings, for when the auditors will come in to do their work and then in 
February & March, they should have it completed so that we can have the draft by April then presented to the 
Council in our May meeting for approval.  
 
In the audit we receive a management letter that explains what their recommendations are for our staff to make 
our controls better.  This year’s letter came after the audit was presented and in it appears to look like they just 
templated the letter because it stated the same issues which we have resolved those issues last year after the 
2019 audit. Liza has emailed him regarding this issue, and we still have not received a revised letter.  As for the 
audit deadline dates, they were late the first year and late this year.  We work with some strict deadlines from the 
State regarding our audit.   Act 51 and our F-65, which is where we get our money for our city’s operations, 
deadlines are critical.  Further discussion was held.   A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams 
to end the relationship with Clark, Schaefer & Hackett. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to send out new RFPs for the 2021 thru 2023 audit 
as corrected on the current RFP for audit.   
   MOTION CARRIED 

2. Discussion was held on Clinton & Main Street intersection.  With Edge Wrap there we have had  
several complaints due to the view of traffic is difficult to see with all his boats and vehicles in the way.   
We also have had complaints on the west side by the pizza place due to the parking on the north side.  What 
people are asking that we make that corner safer.  So, Mayor Lasher asked that the council think about what we 
could possibly do.  He suggested that possibly we make Clinton Street on the first block a one-way street from 
Main to park and Main to Gratiot.   
  
Ms. Perrien suggested that we extend the curb at the corners and do something decorative.  
 
Mr. Starn expressed his concern of us making any street a one way.  He suggests that we start with adjusting the 
parking spots and then we could consider doing stop signs.  Further discussion was held and no action was taken.     
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Ms. Perrien reported that the committee met to discuss the animal ordinance clarifications.   
We will be meeting on the 27th of July. What we want to do is make our ordinances clear so that all can understand 
what the city allows.   In Laingsburg it basically, states no livestock permitted period.  It bans all livestock and then 
it explains what every animal is.  We like that.  So, we are looking at that, exotic animals and to clarify how many 
dogs to have in a household.  Ms. Perrien stated that they are hoping that in their next meeting they will put 
together a rough draft for Council to look at in the August meeting. Further discussion was held.  No action was 
taken. 
 
PERSONNEL:  Mr. Williams asked where are we at with replacing our Chief.  He will be retiring on December 31, 
2021 and that is coming up quickly.  Mayor Lasher stated that the personnel committee will meet on July 28th at 6 
pm. 
 
Mr. Williams informed the Chief of Police that he was approached by a resident that was upset because there are 
kids driving around in golf carts and parking in the handicap parking spots.  
 
Chief replied that Officer Lindstrom has been looking into the issue of golf carts and maybe we could start writing 
city tickets or something like that without processing it through the county.   
 
Mr. Williams commented that we need to look at that because if we do do that it has to be written under a 
misdemeanor or a civil infraction.  Discussion was held.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that we don’t currently have anything in our ordinances that pertain to golf carts so, 
what do we tell our residents.    



 
FINANCE:   Mrs. Kusnier reported that she put in the council packets a small power point packet from the state.  It 
explains briefly, what we can do with the funds.  We do have to have a motion to give permission to apply for the 
application.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to authorize the 
mayor and his staff to apply for the American Rescue Plan “Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund”. 
    MOTION CARRIED    
PARK & RECREATION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they plan to install the buckets for disc golf in Gumaer Park.  Ms. 
Perrien also asked about the condition of the back pavilion at Gumaer Park.  Discussion was held on if we should 
either take it down or move it to a different location.  She suggested to just remove the concrete slab and make it 
rustic.  No action was taken on this matter. 
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they are finalizing the entertainment & they are having a fundraiser 
on July 29th at Uncle Johns Cider Mill for wine tasting.  We won’t be having the duck race but we will be having a 
raffle.  
 
Mr. Starn announced that the Grand Marshalls for this year are Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Casler.  We are also, willing to 
hear any suggestions on other events to hold during the festival. 
 
CEMETERY:  Ms. Perrien reported that the committee met on Friday and discussed the condition of the fence.  
Discussion was held on if we really need to have a fence or not.  The cost to replace the fence would be roughly, $4 
thousand dollars or if we were to replace the seven panels it would cost around $500.  The property owner’s 
obligation is between his property and the residential property line and not the cemetery side.   
Further discussion was held.  No action was taken.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they just paid bills and conducted regular business. They lost a board 
member because Ovid Township Supervisor has resigned.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that they met and they are working on the survey and it will be 
ready for review by council in the August meeting.  Then the council can decide on how to get it sent it out.  We 
also received a letter of interest in joining the planning commission from Mrs. Melissa Jones.  A motion was made 
by Ms. Perrien, second by Miss Hibbard to appoint Melissa Jones to the planning commission.    
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Ms. Perrien asked that if we are considered a storm shelter for our residents then 
we need to know who is in charge of opening the buildings for the public in the case of a storm.   
 
Mayor Lasher reported that the basement of the municipal building is a tornado shelter because we meet the 
Federal requirements.   
 
Mr. Starn suggested that we should put that information on the City’s website to let the people know.   
 
Mayor Lasher reported that we will have an internal staff meeting to discuss this.   
 
Miss Hibbard suggested that maybe we get a council person to volunteer doing that.   
 
Mayor Lasher Closed the meeting at 8:42 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
 
 
 



 


